Legionella Risk Assessment Record
Documents a proportionate assessment of water system risks (Residential Property) and necessary controls, helping landlords manage Legionella safely without assuming laboratory testing requirements.

For a competent person to record a proportionate domestic hot and cold water risk assessment. A simple system may need only simple controls; a complex communal system, unusual equipment or unresolved risk needs competent specialist assessment. This is not a legionella test certificate and does not require routine laboratory sampling in every home.

Dwelling address landlord duty holder and responsible contact: ________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Assessor name role: ________________ competence assessment date: _________________ 
review by owner: ___________
Occupied (__) or vacant (____) normal use pattern (__________) and period unused (______)
Water supply mains private or other and associated controls: __________________________

System description combi instant heater, cylinder, storage tank: ________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Shared systems boundaries of responsibility and manager contact: _____________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Showers spray taps other aerosol sources and infrequently used outlets: _________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Assess actual exposure
Identify places where water can stagnate, temperatures support growth, deposits provide nutrients or contaminated droplets could be inhaled. Inspect as far as safely accessible; do not open electrical enclosures or alter controls beyond competence. Record uncertainty and seek advice rather than marking it low risk by default.
Inspection limitations evidence and specialist information needed: ______________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Water system findings and control plan
	Factor
	Finding evidence and control needed

	Storage tanks lids cleanliness insulation
	________________________________________

	Hot water generation storage and distribution
	________________________________________

	Cold water warming and distribution
	________________________________________

	Dead legs redundant pipework and low use outlets
	________________________________________

	Showers scale debris and aerosol exposure
	________________________________________

	Vacancy turnover flushing and recommissioning
	________________________________________

	Mixing valves scald protection and maintenance
	________________________________________

	Other systems contamination or private supply
	________________________________________



Where temperature control is used, a competent design normally keeps stored hot water at least 60 degrees C, distribution hot enough to control Legionella, and cold water below 20 degrees C where achievable. HSG274 gives monitoring detail, including hot outlets reaching at least 50 degrees C within one minute and cold reaching below 20 degrees C within two minutes. Mixing valves and anti-scald measures require specific consideration; do not expose occupants to unsafe outlet temperatures.
Measurements outlet location time taken temperature date and instrument: _______________
___________________________________________________________________________
Control regime chosen reasons and any competent alternative design: ___________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Keep outlets in use. HSE advises at least weekly use as a general principle for infrequently used outlets and suitable management while vacant. Plan safe flushing and avoid aerosol exposure. Clean and descale showerheads as needed under the risk-based maintenance plan. Do not drain or disinfect a complex system without competent instructions.
Legionella actions communication and review
	Action and interim safeguard
	Owner deadline
	Completion evidence

	________________________
________________________
	________________
________________
	__________________
__________________

	________________________
________________________
	________________
________________
	__________________
__________________

	________________________
________________________
	________________
________________
	__________________
__________________

	________________________
________________________
	________________
________________
	__________________
__________________



Overall risk finding reasons and controls already effective: ____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Further specialist assessment or sampling justified and why or not needed: _______________
___________________________________________________________________________
Occupier instructions supplied including low use and fault reporting: _____________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Vacancy controls flushing log owner and restart checks: ______________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Review date and triggers including alteration vacancy incident or control failure: ___________
___________________________________________________________________________
Assessor signature: _______________date: _____________ and duty holder action approval:
___________________________________________________________________________

There is no universal statutory annual or two-year reassessment interval for every domestic letting, and no general requirement for a legionella test certificate. Review periodically and when relevant circumstances change. Keep this record, measurements, instructions and evidence of corrective action. Occupier guidance supports the controls; it does not transfer the landlord's responsibilities.
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