
MARINA BERTH LICENCE AGREEMENT — WALES
Non-residential recreational berthing only | Version October 2026
IMPORTANT: Complete all particulars and schedules before signing. This form is for a managed marina berth situated in Wales only, not residential occupation, a houseboat occupation arrangement, private riverbank mooring or an exclusively possessed land plot. Actual rights and practices determine legal character.
PART A — CONTRACT PARTICULARS
Agreement date: _________
Marina operator legal name, address, company number (if any): __________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Berth holder name(s), address and telephone: __________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Operator contact, office hours and emergency number: __________________
Marina name, location and waterway: ___________________________________
Navigation authority and applicable rules: _____________________________________________________
Allocated berth reference (indicative, subject to clause 5): ________________
Maximum berth length, beam, draught and vessel displacement: __________
Vessel name, type, registration/index and hull ID: ________________________
Vessel length, beam, draught, displacement and propulsion: _____________
Start date: _____________ End date (if fixed): ______________
Term: ☐ Fixed term ☐ Monthly continuing
Berth fee (total including VAT where chargeable): £________ per ______
Due date and payment method: ___________________________________
Deposit (if any): £________; stated purpose: ________________________
Electricity: ☐ Not supplied ☐ Metered ☐ Included (details Schedule 2)
Water: ☐ Not supplied ☐ Included ☐ Charged (details Schedule 2)
Minimum third-party insurance cover required by marina: £______________
Access hours/security procedure: _____________________________________
Postal addresses for statutory notices: as above unless stated: __________
_____________________________________________________________________
PART B — AGREED DOCUMENTS
The parties confirm receipt of: ☐ Schedule 1 vessel/berth record ☐ Schedule 2 tariffs, utilities and services ☐ Schedule 3 marina rules and safety information ☐ Schedule 4 departure checklist ☐ site plan. Only identified and supplied versions form part of this agreement.
1. Definitions and scope
“Marina” means the managed facility in Part A; “Berth” means the position allocated from time to time; “Vessel” means the craft identified in Schedule 1. The Operator provides recreational berthing and stated ancillary services only. This agreement does not grant residential accommodation, storage ashore, charter permission or navigation rights beyond those the Operator can lawfully provide.
2. Authority and third-party consents
The Operator confirms that, to the best of its knowledge, it has sufficient rights and permissions to operate the marina and offer the stated berth. The Berth Holder remains responsible for obtaining and maintaining the Vessel’s applicable registration, navigation licence, boat safety certification and permissions. The Operator cannot grant rights contrary to navigation authority, landowner, harbour or statutory restrictions. For a marina in Wales, the parties must check applicable Welsh planning controls, harbour or navigation permissions and any marine licence or environmental consent required from Natural Resources Wales or another competent authority.
3. Licence character and marina management
The arrangement is intended as a personal permission to berth a Vessel in a managed marina, not exclusive possession of land. The Operator retains genuine operational control, access to infrastructure and the reasonable power of reallocation in clause 5. Legal classification depends on actual rights and conduct; the heading does not prevent a lease or other rights arising if the facts support them.
4. Permitted use
The Berth is for the named recreational Vessel only. No liveaboard or residential use, subletting, assignment, commercial charter, hire, trading or unlawful activity without a separate appropriate written agreement and required regulatory consent. Any proposed residential use in Wales requires specialist assessment of planning, housing and navigation law; this recreational licence is not intended to grant an occupation contract under the Renting Homes (Wales) Act 2016. Short visits and ordinary recreational use do not of themselves authorise residential occupation.
5. Allocation and relocation
The Operator may reasonably relocate the Vessel to a suitable berth within the Marina for operational, maintenance or safety reasons, taking account of the Vessel’s dimensions, access and agreed services. Give reasonable prior notice where practicable. In an emergency, proportionate action may be taken without advance notice. Any movement must comply with clause 15. If a non-emergency permanent change materially reduces the agreed service, the Berth Holder may end the agreement and receive a fair refund of prepaid unused berth fees.
6. Vessel dimensions and seaworthiness
The Berth Holder warrants that the stated dimensions and draft are accurate, the Vessel is sufficiently secure and maintained for safe berthing, and it does not present an unreasonable danger or obstruction. Material changes to the Vessel or its use require prior written approval. The Operator may refuse an unsuitable replacement craft on reasonable grounds.
7. Berthing fees, VAT and invoices
The fee, period and payment date are in Part A and Schedule 2. Recreational moorings are generally standard-rated for VAT when supplied by a VAT-registered operator, subject to actual facts and statutory exceptions. The Operator must show the total price payable, including VAT where due, and identify optional charges before they arise. No unlisted discretionary penalty is created.
8. Fee increases and additional charges
For a monthly continuing agreement, any fee increase requires at least one calendar month’s written notice and the Berth Holder may terminate before it takes effect. Fixed-term prices do not change during the agreed term unless an expressly identified, fair and lawful mechanism applies. Additional services, utilities and handling charges are payable only where disclosed and agreed or otherwise lawfully recoverable.
9. Deposit and overdue payments
Any deposit secures evidenced unpaid contractual sums or damage caused by the Berth Holder’s breach or negligence. An itemised account and undisputed balance shall be provided within 14 days of departure and reasonable assessment. The Operator may pursue overdue sums through lawful procedures. No automatic ownership transfer, vessel seizure, lien, sale or lockout is created by this clause.
10. Navigation compliance and conduct
The Berth Holder and crew must comply with applicable navigation, harbour, speed, wash, collision-prevention and marina safety requirements; use reasonable care; avoid nuisance; and not obstruct channels, emergency access or other berths. The Operator shall supply reasonable site rules in Schedule 3 and shall not use them to impose unfair new substantive terms.
11. Mooring lines, fenders and equipment
The Berth Holder shall provide and maintain suitable lines, springs, fenders and onboard securing equipment and inspect them regularly. The Operator shall reasonably inspect and maintain infrastructure for which it is responsible, including pontoons, cleats, bollards, gangways and common access. The parties must promptly report defects and cooperate on safe interim measures.
12. Utilities and connections
Electricity and water availability, tariff, metering and responsibility are recorded in Schedule 2. Connections must comply with the Marina’s safe-use rules, appropriate electrical standards and instructions. No unsafe cables, adaptors, unattended hazardous charging or interference with meters. Electricity resale charges and any associated fees must comply with applicable law; no automatic unagreed markup is authorised.
13. Waste, pollution and hazardous materials
No discharge of sewage, oil, fuel, chemicals or other pollutants into the water or Marina. Applicable Welsh environmental requirements, including any Natural Resources Wales permits, must be observed. Dispose of waste, batteries, antifouling residues and hazardous materials through lawful facilities. Notify the Operator immediately of spills or leaks. The Berth Holder is responsible for reasonable proven loss caused by its breach or negligence, subject to law.
14. Fire, fuel and works
Comply with fire procedures, safe fuel and LPG handling, ventilation and electrical safety rules. No hot works, welding, spray painting, significant repairs, engine testing in unsafe conditions or contractors on site without required approval. Approval may be subject to reasonable safety conditions and evidence of contractor insurance. Emergency access routes must remain clear.
15. Moving the Vessel and emergency action
The Operator shall not ordinarily move the Vessel without the Berth Holder’s consent except as expressly permitted by clause 5 or where reasonably necessary to prevent imminent danger or comply with lawful authority. Use competent persons and appropriate equipment, exercise reasonable care and notify the Berth Holder as soon as practicable. This clause is not a general authority to seize or dispose of a Vessel for unpaid fees.
16. Insurance
The Berth Holder must maintain appropriate vessel insurance including third-party liability of at least the amount in Part A or a higher amount required by applicable authority, and provide reasonable evidence on request. The Operator should maintain appropriate public liability and marina operational cover, including movement risks where relevant. Insurance does not displace either party’s legal liabilities.
17. Liability and damage
Each party is responsible for damage caused by its negligence, breach or other legal duty. The Operator does not guarantee against all weather, theft or accidental loss and is not an insurer of the Vessel, but cannot exclude liability that law prohibits excluding. Nothing limits liability for death or personal injury caused by negligence, fraud or fraudulent misrepresentation. Any consumer limitation must be fair and transparent.
18. Access, visitors and contractors
Access is subject to the reasonable security and safety rules disclosed in Schedule 3. The Berth Holder is responsible for informing visitors and contractors of those rules and for damage attributable to its own breach or negligence. The Operator must not unreasonably prevent lawful access or collection, subject to proportionate safety measures and applicable law.
19. Storms, floods and unsafe conditions
The Berth Holder must take reasonable precautions against foreseeable weather, water-level changes and deterioration of the Vessel. The Operator may issue safety directions and take proportionate protective steps where necessary. Neither party guarantees safety in extreme conditions; statutory and negligence duties remain unaffected.
20. Repairs to marina infrastructure and interruption
The Operator may temporarily restrict access or services for necessary repairs, emergencies or legal compliance, giving reasonable notice where possible and minimising disruption. If an essential service is unavailable for a substantial period, the parties shall consider a fair reduction, alternative berth or termination with refund of prepaid unused charges, as appropriate to the circumstances and applicable law.
21. Duration and ordinary termination
For a monthly continuing arrangement, either party may terminate on one calendar month’s written notice. A fixed term expires on the stated date unless renewed by express agreement; no automatic renewal or unfair early termination penalty is imposed. Any additional early exit terms must be stated clearly in Part A or Schedule 2 and be lawful.
22. Breach and proportionate response
For a remediable material breach, the Operator shall normally give written details and a reasonable opportunity to remedy. Serious imminent danger may justify immediate proportionate restrictions. Ending the agreement does not by itself authorise unlawful detention, movement, sale or disposal of the Vessel or defeat any statutory or proprietary rights.
23. Departure and return of access devices
On expiry or lawful termination, the Berth Holder shall arrange safe departure, settle properly due charges and return keys, passes and equipment. Schedule 4 may record condition and departure. A disputed charge does not automatically authorise detention; any claimed lien or other security right requires separate legal justification.
24. Uncollected vessels and third-party rights
Where the Vessel remains, the Operator must first establish its rights and whether it is a bailee with possession or control. The Torts (Interference with Goods) Act 1977 section 12 and Schedule 1 may permit notice and eventual sale only where statutory conditions are met. A notice of intended sale must be sent by the required registered/recorded postal method; where an amount was already due in respect of the goods, at least three months must be allowed. The statutory dispute restrictions and third-party ownership/finance interests must be checked. No automatic right to tow, seize, sell or scrap is granted. Obtain legal advice before any sale.
25. Sale proceeds and reasonable costs
Where a sale is independently lawful, the Operator must account for proceeds, deduct only amounts permitted by law, keep records and deal with any balance properly. Reasonable evidenced costs may be recovered only where lawfully due. This agreement does not create an unrestricted power of sale or a contractual lien.
26. Consumer rights and pre-contract information
If the Operator is a trader and the Berth Holder a consumer, the Consumer Rights Act 2015 applies, including fairness and transparency requirements. Any distance or off-premises contract must be assessed for applicable pre-contract information and cancellation rights, subject to any relevant statutory exceptions. This agreement does not waive mandatory consumer remedies.
27. Data protection and notices
The Operator shall handle personal, vessel and CCTV/access data in accordance with applicable UK data protection law and provide a privacy notice. Routine communications may use the stated email details; statutory notices must comply with their specific service rules. Parties shall promptly update contact information.
28. Disputes, variation and governing law
The parties should first seek a reasonable resolution and may pursue mediation or court remedies. Material changes require written agreement or a clearly disclosed lawful process. This agreement concerns a marina berth situated in Wales only and is governed by the law of England and Wales as applicable in Wales. The courts of England and Wales have jurisdiction, subject to mandatory consumer jurisdiction protections. Unenforceable terms are ineffective only to the extent required by law.
SCHEDULE 1 — VESSEL AND BERTH PARTICULARS
Vessel name/registration/hull ID: ______________________________________
Length overall / beam/draught/displacement: __________________________
Berth reference/site plan attached: ____________________________________
Navigation licence/safety certificate (if required): _______________________
Insurance provider/policy number/expiry: _____________________________
Emergency contact and telephone: ___________________________________
Photographs/condition notes on arrival: _____________________________
SCHEDULE 2 — TARIFF, UTILITIES AND ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Berthing charge, billing period and VAT-inclusive total: ________________
Deposit amount and return arrangements: ___________________________
Electricity availability/meter/tariff/billing method: ____________________
Water availability and any lawful charges: ___________________________
Optional services and agreed prices: _______________________________
Fixed-term early exit provision (if any, subject to fairness): ____________
Insurance minimum and evidence required: _________________________
SCHEDULE 3 — MARINA RULES AND SAFETY INFORMATION
Attached rules version/date: __________________________________________
Site access, parking, visitor and contractor arrangements: _______________
______________________________________________________________________
Emergency assembly point and emergency contacts: ____________________
Fire, fuel, LPG, batteries, waste and sewage procedures: _________________
Weather alerts, flood response and vessel movement protocol: ___________
______________________________________________________________________
Facilities, pontoon/gangway restrictions and site plan: ___________________
SCHEDULE 4 — DEPARTURE RECORD
Departure date and time: ____________________________________________
Vessel and berth condition/photographs: _____________________________
Keys, passes and operator property returned: _________________________
Utility final readings and account reference: __________________________
Outstanding disputed / undisputed charges: __________________________
Operator and Berth Holder signatures (optional record): ________________
SIGNATURES
Signed by Marina Operator / authorised signatory: __________________ Date: ________
Signed by Berth Holder: __________________________________________ Date: ________
Additional joint Berth Holder (if applicable): _______________________  Date: ________
BLA COMPLETION GUIDANCE — NOT PART OF THE AGREEMENT

1. This precedent is for non-residential managed marina berthing in Wales only. Seek separate advice for liveaboard, houseboat, commercial vessel or exclusive land occupation arrangements.
2. Check title, navigation and harbour permissions, Welsh planning requirements, any marine licensing or environmental permissions administered by Natural Resources Wales, site safety, insurer conditions, marina rules and actual operational arrangements before use.
3. HMRC VAT Notice 742 says leasing and letting of moorings are generally standard-rated, with possible exceptions for qualifying ships and certain houseboats; check the actual transaction.
4. Check whether a consumer cancellation right or exception applies to the method and timing of contracting.
5. Before acting against an uncollected vessel, assess bailment, finance/ownership, any lawful lien and the Torts (Interference with Goods) Act 1977 notice process.
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