Boat Storage Licence Agreement
SCOTLAND ONLY | Storage of an identified vessel ashore

This draft covers boat storage on land, not a marina berth, mooring, residential occupation or exclusive occupation of a plot. Select the duration and actual custody model and complete all schedules before signing. Actual rights, possession and handling determine legal duties; the licence label and selected model do not override Scots law.
Part A Parties vessel and terms
	Agreement date
	[date]

	Operator
	[full legal name, company number if any, postal address and authority to provide storage]

	Operator contact
	[email, telephone and emergency number]

	Customer
	[full legal name, postal address, email and telephone]

	Site and area
	[full site address, postcode, non-exclusive zone and attached plan reference]

	Vessel identification
	[name, type, make, model, HIN / CIN and registration if any]

	Dimensions and weight
	[length overall, beam, draft, height and approximate weight; verify before handling]

	Commencement
	[date and time]

	Duration select one
	[monthly continuing / fixed term ending date and time ...]; delete unused choice

	Fixed-term break
	[None / signed provision specifying party, date, notice and conditions]

	Storage fee
	£[amount] per [period], payable [dates]; first payment [details]

	VAT and total price
	[inclusive / exclusive where lawfully due / not charged]; registration [number / not registered]; total £[amount]

	Deposit
	£[amount / none]; received [date]; payment method [details]

	Access and bookings
	[hours, contact and reasonable notice required]

	Notice addresses
	[each party’s postal address if different from above]


Part B Actual storage model
Select one model and delete the other. Neither choice excludes duties arising from actual possession, custody, access, handling or control.
Model A Space-only storage: [YES / NO]. The Customer ordinarily delivers, positions and collects the Vessel and retains its keys. The Operator provides site facilities and genuine site control, rather than routine vessel custody. Actual conduct may nevertheless create care or custody duties.
Model B Operator-custody storage: [YES / NO]. The Operator accepts the Vessel or keys, controls release or carries out agreed movements. It must perform the duties of care and custody arising under Scots law. Complete handling, lifting, support, release and insurance responsibilities in Schedule 2.
1. Grant and permitted use
The Operator permits storage ashore of the identified Vessel at the Site for the agreed period. This is for storage only. The Vessel must not be occupied, slept in, let, used as accommodation, operated as a business premises or launched without the necessary arrangements and consents.
2. Nature of permission and site control
The Operator retains genuine management and control of the Site, access routes and reasonable allocation of storage positions. No exclusive plot or independent real right in land is intended. Actual rights and conduct determine whether the arrangement is a licence, lease or custody service and the duties arising under Scots law. Obtain tailored Scottish drafting if a lease or different occupation arrangement may arise. The Operator confirms authority to provide the agreed storage, subject to disclosed title restrictions and consents.
3. Ownership, authority and third-party rights
The Customer confirms that they own the Vessel or have the owner’s authority to store it and instruct any agreed handling. The Customer must disclose known finance, mortgage, co-ownership, registration or other third-party interests that may affect movement or release. This Agreement does not itself transfer title or create an automatic power of sale.
4. Vessel details and check-in condition
The parties shall complete Schedule 1, including vessel identification, visible condition, photographs, keys, fittings, fuel and battery status and known defects. An external condition record is not a survey, valuation or seaworthiness certificate. The Customer shall promptly notify the Operator of any material hazard or defect.
5. Delivery, collection and access
Delivery and collection must be arranged within agreed hours and subject to reasonable security, access and safe working procedures. The Operator may verify a collector’s authority and identity. No arbitrary refusal of collection or automatic detention of the Vessel is authorised by this form. Any claimed lien requires separate legal justification.
6. Lifting, launching and transport
No lifting, craning, launching, haul-out, towing or road transport is included unless specifically identified in Schedule 2. The party commissioning such work must arrange competent contractors, appropriate equipment, suitable insurance and compliance with applicable lifting and workplace safety requirements, including LOLER where relevant. Method statements, vessel weight and lifting points must be checked before work.
7. Cradles, stands and supports
Schedule 2 must specify who supplies, selects, installs, adjusts, inspects and removes cradles, chocks, shores and stands. Supports must be suitable for the Vessel and ground conditions, installed by competent persons where appropriate and not altered by the Customer without permission. The Operator must exercise any care imposed by law or by its agreed responsibilities.
8. Moving or repositioning the Vessel
The Operator may move the Vessel only within the authority recorded in Schedule 2 or where lawful and proportionately necessary in a genuine emergency. Any movement must be carried out using competent personnel, appropriate lifting/support arrangements and relevant insurance. The Operator shall record material movements and notify the Customer of known damage.
9. Fees, invoices and VAT
Fees and the VAT basis are in Part A. State the total payable and any separate handling or service charges expressly agreed before supply. VAT is payable only where lawfully due for the actual supply and registration position; provide valid VAT invoices where required. No retrospective increase or unilateral increase during a fixed term is permitted. For monthly continuing storage, an increase requires at least one calendar month’s written notice of the amount, date and reason. The Customer may terminate before that date without penalty by written notice received before it, notwithstanding clause 20. Refund prepaid fees for periods after termination.
10. Deposit and arrears
The deposit secures only unpaid sums and reasonable evidenced loss for which the Customer is legally responsible, excluding fair wear and tear. Give an itemised deduction account and return the undisputed balance within 14 days after the latest of termination, collection and return of access devices. Disputed deductions remain open to challenge. Arrears may be pursued lawfully; no automatic forfeiture, penalty, detention, sale or ownership transfer follows. No automatic interest or administration charge is imposed.
11. Vessel insurance
The Customer shall maintain appropriate vessel insurance for laid-up storage ashore, including relevant third-party risks, and comply with insurer conditions. The Operator shall maintain appropriate cover for its operations, including public liability and, where relevant, custody, lifting, handling and movement risks. Schedule 2 records responsibilities. Insurance does not displace legal duties.
12. Care, custody and liability
Each party remains liable for loss caused by its negligence, breach or other applicable duty. Where the Operator accepts custody, keys or control, it shall take reasonable care in custody, handling, support and release within its responsibilities. Actual conduct may create duties under Scots law under either model. There is no guarantee against every theft, storm, fire or deterioration, but this does not exclude liability for negligence or breach. Nothing excludes liability for death or personal injury caused by breach of duty, fraud or any liability that cannot lawfully be excluded.
13. Customer preparation and winterisation
Unless Schedule 2 expressly includes a paid service, the Customer is responsible for winterisation, securing loose items, drainage, covers, frost protection, battery isolation, fuel and LPG arrangements, and appropriate inspection of the Vessel. The Operator is not required to service or maintain the Vessel merely by providing storage space.
14. Fire, fuel, LPG and electrical safety
No hot works, welding, open flames, fuel transfer, battery charging, electrical hook-up or operation of engines in enclosed areas without prior written consent and suitable risk controls. LPG, fuels, batteries and hazardous materials must be made safe and managed in accordance with law, insurer requirements and reasonable site rules. Fire access and escape routes must remain clear.
15. Pollution and environmental protection
No discharge of bilge water, sewage, oils, solvents, antifouling residues, paint, chemicals or contaminated wash water to land, drains or water. Painting, antifouling, pressure washing and hull scraping require prior written consent and appropriate containment and waste disposal. The party causing pollution by breach or negligence shall bear reasonable lawful remediation costs, subject to applicable law.
16. Permitted works and contractors
Minor non-hazardous maintenance may be undertaken only with prior approval and compliance with site rules. Hot works, structural repairs, hull coating, engine work, lifting and contractor operations require express written permission, insurance and any appropriate safety documentation. Approval does not transfer the contractor’s legal duties to the Operator or Customer.
17. Site safety, security and incidents
The Operator shall take reasonable care in performing agreed security and site-management obligations. Fences, locks, CCTV and patrols are not guarantees against loss. Each party shall promptly notify the other of known serious damage, theft, fire, flooding, movement or support failure and cooperate in reasonable steps to prevent further harm. Applicable Scottish occupiers’ liability, fire-safety and other statutory duties are preserved.
18. Access for inspection and emergency
The Operator may inspect the Vessel externally and its supports on reasonable notice where practicable and may take proportionate lawful action without notice in a genuine emergency. Entry inside the Vessel requires the Customer’s authority unless an urgent and lawful necessity exists. Any emergency action and damage shall be documented where possible.
19. Relocation of non-exclusive storage position
The Operator may reasonably change the storage position for safety, maintenance or operational requirements, giving notice where practicable and following the movement and lifting rules above. The Customer may end this agreement without penalty and receive a fair refund of unused prepaid fees if a material relocation substantially reduces the agreed service.
20. Term and ordinary termination
For monthly continuing storage, either party may give at least one calendar month’s written notice. A fixed term ends at the date and time in Part A unless lawfully extended; no automatic renewal is agreed. An ordinary fixed-term break applies only under a completed signed provision identified in Part A. Clauses 9, 19 and 21, statutory cancellation rights and mandatory remedies remain available. Refund prepaid fees for periods after lawful termination, less lawful accrued liabilities without double recovery. Early collection without a termination right does not automatically entitle the Customer to a refund, but any claim must be fair, lawful and subject to mitigation where required. If the arrangement is legally a lease, applicable Scottish termination and continuation rules prevail. No termination authorises detention, sale, destruction or unlawful interference with the Vessel.
21. Breach and urgent protective measures
For a material remediable breach, either party may give written particulars, allow at least 14 calendar days or a longer reasonable period to remedy, and warn of termination on failure. If the material breach remains unremedied after that period, the non-defaulting party may terminate by written notice, subject to law. Serious unlawful activity or an imminent substantial danger may justify proportionate termination where lawful, with reasons and safe collection arrangements. Any immediate protective restriction must be limited to preventing harm and reviewed promptly. No breach authorises unlawful movement, detention, entry or disposal.
22. Collection, release and exit condition
The Customer shall arrange collection by the end date, subject to reasonable booking and safety requirements. Schedule 3 should record apparent condition, accessories, keys, photographs and the person collecting. Signing the record does not waive latent damage claims or statutory rights.
23. Uncollected vessels
An uncollected Vessel remains its owner’s property. This form grants no lien, right of retention, power of sale or scrapping authority. Record identity and condition, take reasonable care and make reasonable attempts to contact the Customer, known owner and identified finance or mortgage holder. Give clear collection instructions and reasonable safe access. Before relocation, removal, sale, scrapping or disposal, obtain Scottish legal advice on the specific lawful authority, notices and any court procedure required. The Torts (Interference with Goods) Act 1977 is not a Scottish sale procedure. Non-payment or silence does not itself establish abandonment. Ownership, co-ownership, finance and any separate maritime or other rights require case-specific assessment; no such right is created by this agreement.
24. Sale proceeds, costs and records
If a Vessel is sold under a separate lawful authority or court order, keep identification, condition, valuation, notice, sale and accounting records. Apply only authorised deductions and deal with any surplus as the authority and Scots law require. Removal, disposal or continuing storage costs require a lawful basis, reasonable evidence, mitigation and consumer fairness; this clause creates no additional daily tariff or automatic ownership transfer.
25. Consumer fairness, cancellation and data
Where the Operator is a trader and Customer a consumer, this Agreement is subject to the Consumer Rights Act 2015. Before concluding a distance or off-premises contract, the Operator must assess any applicable information and cancellation requirements. Personal information, CCTV and access logs must be processed under applicable data protection law with an appropriate privacy notice.
26. Notices, disputes and governing law
Formal contractual notices must be written and delivered personally or by prepaid first-class post to Part A postal addresses, or by email only where formal service and reliable receipt arrangements are expressly agreed. Update contact details and retain proof of receipt; routine email contact alone is not consent to formal service. Mandatory statutory and court-service rules prevail. Seek prompt dispute resolution without restricting legal remedies. Scots law governs this agreement for storage in Scotland. Disputes may go before the competent Scottish courts, subject to mandatory consumer rights to proceed elsewhere. No independent third-party enforcement right is intended under the Contract (Third Party Rights) (Scotland) Act 2017; existing owner and other third-party rights are preserved. Unenforceable terms do not remove mandatory protections or other lawful terms.
Schedule 1 Vessel inventory and condition
	Record
	Details

	Vessel identification
	[name, HIN / CIN and registration]

	Condition and photographs
	[hull, deck, existing damage and photograph references; interior only if agreed]

	Known defects and hazards
	[complete / none disclosed]

	Equipment and accessories
	[mast, rigging, outboard, trailer, removable equipment and declared contents]

	Keys and access devices
	[identifiers, quantities and holder]

	Fuel LPG, batteries, and fluids
	[declared status, isolation, bilge and other relevant risks]

	Owner and third-party interests
	[owner, co-owner, finance / mortgage interests and authority evidence]

	Check-in date and observations
	[date, time and joint notes]

	Site plan and rules
	[identified attachments provided before signing]


Schedule 2 Handling and responsibilities
	Item
	Agreed responsibility and evidence

	Model and release control
	[A / B; key holder, authorised collector checks]

	Lifting haul-out and launching
	[not included / precise work, commissioning party, payer, competent contractor, method and insurance]

	Movement authority
	[permitted movements, limits and competent personnel]

	Cradles stands and ground
	[who selects, supplies, installs, inspects, adjusts and removes supports; ground assessment]

	Winterisation and maintenance
	[None / agreed service, fee and responsibility]

	Customer insurance
	[provider, policy and conditions]

	Operator insurance
	[liability, custody, lifting and movement cover evidence]

	Access and site rules
	[hours, booking contact and attachment reference]

	Additional agreed conditions
	[None / lawful agreed details]


Schedule 3 Collection and release
	Record
	Details

	Collection
	[date, time, collector and verified authority]

	Condition and photographs
	[visible condition, reported damage and photograph references]

	Keys and equipment released
	[details]

	Acknowledgements
	Operator signature: __________________
Customer / collector signature: __________________


Signatures
The parties agree to the selected duration and model, completed schedules and disclosed attachments. The Customer confirms authority to store the Vessel and give the handling instructions. Each representative confirms authority to sign. Use appropriate Scottish formalities if the actual arrangement requires them.
	Signatory
	Signature
	Date

	Operator / authorised representative
Name and capacity [complete]
	________________
	[date]

	Customer
Full name [complete]
	________________
	[date]
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