Manage Lethal Asbestos Risks Effectively

It is your lawful duty to manage Asbestos safely. Asbestos is now banned in the UK, but it remains one of our most common and potentially dangerous hazardous materials: up to nearly 5,000 people still die annually from lung cancer and other asbestos related respiratory illnesses. If your buildings date from (or were refurbished) before 2000, anyone carrying out building maintenance or repair could be putting themselves, and others, in danger. Use the checklist below to manage your asbestos risks correctly and fulfil your legal obligations under the Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012.


Checklist: Management of Asbestos Hazards

	1. Hazard Identification
	Yes
	No

	
	
	



Have you carried out a survey to identify the types of asbestos concerned and their condition?


Did you use a recognised/accredited firm to carry out your survey and analyse the samples?


Have you used the results to form your asbestos register?


Have you considered the options for managing your asbestos in terms of ‘make safe and leave in situ’ or ‘remove’?


Have you documented your decision in the form of an asbestos management plan?


Have you communicated with employees and safety representatives so that they know what action you have taken and why?


Have you downloaded key HSE guides such as HSG210 ‘Asbestos Essentials’, L143 ‘Managing and Working with Asbestos’ and HSG264 ‘Asbestos: The Survey Guide’ at www.hse.gov.uk?

2. Managing Asbestos that’s Retained


Have you made the asbestos safe (by sealing, encapsulation, etc.)?


Have you considered whether this work needs to be done by a licensed contractor (most does)?

Have you or your specialist contractor notified the enforcing authority where the work is ‘notifiable’?

Have you labelled the asbestos to prevent inadvertent disturbance which could result in asbestos fibres entering the workplace atmosphere?

Have you logged all asbestos, and associated work, in your asbestos register?

Have you set up a monitoring regime to ensure that the asbestos left in situ remains in good condition?

Do you make sure any contractors working on site know that asbestos is present and that it is not to be disturbed?


Have they also been told that, if they are in any doubt, they should stop work and seek advice?

3. Safe Removal and Disposal


Have you used a licensed contractor?

Have you selected people to do the work who have the necessary technical knowledge and equipment, whether or not licensing is required?

Have you shared with your contractor all information you hold regarding the asbestos on site?

Have you or your specialist contractor notified the enforcing authority where the work is ‘notifiable’?

Have you received a method statement that sets out how the work will be done in a way that minimises the risk of fibres entering the workplace atmosphere?

As work proceeds, are you monitoring to ensure the promised precautions are actually being taken?

Have you communicated with employees and dealt with any concerns or queries they may have?

Is all asbestos waste properly bagged, labelled, and kept sealed and secure pending disposal?

Is the asbestos waste transported by a licensed carrier and disposed of at an authorised landfill site?


Have you retained documents recording safe transfer and disposal?


Has the work been checked for satisfactory completion and a clearance certificate issued?


Have you retained records of the work along with your asbestos documentation?

